Liposomal doxorubicin-associated acute hypersensitivity despite appropriate preventive measures.
Liposomal doxorubicin is becoming popular as a chemotherapeutic agent in the treatment of multiple malignancies. This paper describes an episode of hypersensitivity reaction associated with the infusion of liposomal doxorubicin in an ovarian cancer patient, despite preventive measures being undertaken during her first cycle of chemotherapy. Clinicians may overlook the possibility of hypersensitivity reactions associated with liposomal doxorubicin because routine prophylaxis is not provided and reactions are infrequently observed in practice. Close monitoring during the first 15 min of infusion for signs of hypersensitivity should be mandatory for patients receiving their first dose of liposomal doxorubicin. Further research should identify patients who are at risk of experiencing such hypersensitivity.